
   

 

 

 

 

 

We envision a world in which every transplant patient and caregiver is accompanied on the transplant journey. 

 and has the community, connections, and resources they need. 
   

 

“If you want to be reminded that goodness 

exists, that generosity still matters, and that 

one human can radically change another’s 
life, I cannot recommend this film enough.” -
Abundant audience review 
 

ABUNDANT is a recently released 

documentary film that captures the cast of 

living kidney donors and recipients and their 

on-stage production of stories and 

interviews. It uncovers important – and at 

times shocking-- truths and myths around 

living kidney donation. As you can imagine, 

the film is an emotional journey exploring 

the extreme altruism of non-directed kidney 

donors – where people donate to complete 

strangers-- alongside the poignant stories 

of recipients.  

According to the Abundant website, the film 

culminates in a stunning twist ending no 

one saw coming… even the producers! 

The director delivers a call to action, proposing that living donation is a 

transformative solution to the organ shortage crisis. Chronic kidney disease 

(CKD) affects 1 in 7 Americans, meaning millions are either living with it or are 

at risk. Despite the widespread impact of the disease, there is a significant gap 

in awareness, particularly around organ transplantation. Many people remain 

unaware of the life-saving potential of living organ donation, and this lack of 

education leaves them without the necessary resources or knowledge to 

explore life-saving options. 

Ultimately, the film celebrates the Abundance Mindset, an inspirational 

message of generosity, gratitude, and hope. 
 

You will not want to miss this film in theaters, and on Sept 12, you have the rare opportunity to engage 

directly with Dr Stewart-Lewis of University Hospitals hosting a Town Hall following the screening. Register 

now! 
 

 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Wed until 6p, Sun 1-4pm 

 

 

 
Monday, August 24th                       

@ 4:00 pm Navigating the 

Caregiver’s Journey in 

person in the Duplex or 

zoom. See website for info. 

Join Zoom Meeting ID:  

879 6342 0766 

Tuesday, August 25th      

@ 8:30am-10 am 

Breakfast:  Come and sit 

down to a hot breakfast or 

grab & go! 
Wednesday, August 26th           

@ 10 am Second Chances 

AA meeting (transplant 

patients)   

@ 6 pm Community 

Dinner 

Dine in, carry out or stop by 

the office after hours for 

self-serve 

Friday, August 28st                                 

@ 4 pm TGIF with Deb! 

Connecting Our Community 

Weekly Guest Newsletter 

Aug 22nd – Aug 29th, 2026 
Questions? Call or text the office: (216) 938-9553 

 

“The movie we need 

right now.” 

– Scott Mantz, KTLA Film Critic 

 

FREE Abundant Screening 

Sat Sept 12, 2:00 

AMC Ridge Park Square 

Followed by an informative 

Town Hall with 

Dr Zoe Stewart-Lewis, 

Transplant Surgeon, 

Chief of Staff 

University Hospitals 

Register now! 

 

        

https://abundantmovie.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/kidney-disease/php/data-research/index.html


And since August is National Multiethnic Organ Donation Awareness 

Month, it seems particularly timely to be shining a light on the topic of 

living kidney donation, since kidney disease disproportionately affects 

people of color— more than 60% of those waiting for a kidney are from 

ethnic communities. 

According to organdonor.gov, there are currently over 95,000 patients 

waiting for a kidney. 

Even if every American registered as a deceased donor, it would still only 

lead to 12,000 kidney transplants per year. 

Living organ donation and transplantation was developed as a direct 

result of the critical shortage of deceased donors.  

Living donors don’t have to be related to their recipients. On average, 1 in 4 living donors are not 
biologically related to the recipient. Living Donation - NMAG 

A person with only one kidney is at no more of a disadvantage compared to someone with two kidneys. 

When a person donates their kidney, the remaining kidney will increase in function. Kidney donors live 

normal, full lives after donation. FAQ - Living Donor Kidney Transplant | University Hospitals | Cleveland, OH 
 

In the Neighborhood  

The Little Italy Artisan & Farmers Market Sat, 8/22, 3p-8p 
is held at Tony Brush Park (12002 Mayfield Rd, Cleveland, OH), right 

next to the Little Italy RTA stop. Shoppers can browse locally grown 

produce, handmade crafts, and goods from micro-businesses and 

regional artists.  
 

 

The Lifebanc Gift of Life Walk & Run Sun 8/23, 9am 

Blossom Music Center  This powerful community event celebrates organ, 

eye and tissue donors, honoring loved ones, recognizing transplant recipients, 

and providing hope to those still waiting for a hero. Join in for a 5K race, 1 mile 

walk, family activities, food trucks, music, and more. You can register to 

participate, donate, or volunteer. To support our valuable partnership with Lifebanc, Transplant House will 

have a table at the event and invite you to join us! 
 

Summer Band Concert Lakeview Cemetery Sun, 8/23, 4p – 6p 
The annual summer concert series at Lake View Cemetery continues with The New 

Soft Shoe, a local band that covers the catalogue of Cosmic American Music’s Gram 
Parsons. The concert series takes Daffodil Hill, making it one of the most unique 

settings in the city. Feel free to borrow a folding chari from the office. Admission is 

free, register at lakeviewcemetery.com 12316 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, 216-421-2665,   
 

So you know: 
The Diversity Center of Northeast Ohio is hosting an event in the front yard of 

Cozad-Bates House next Thursday, August 27 from 5:00-7:00pm. They are 

expecting 30-40 people, with tours of the inside, small group activities in the yard, 

and food and drink as well. 

The Interpretive Center is open to the public Saturdays with free tours from 12-4p 

https://www.organdonor.gov/learn/organ-donation-statistics
https://cus.wyb.temporary.site/living-donation/
https://www.uhhospitals.org/services/transplant-services/conditions-and-treatments/living-donor-kidney-transplant/faqs
https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/CuyahogaFalls/GiftofLifeWalkRun2
http://lakeviewcemetery.com/

